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A Sermon preached «May 15. An- 


PAVLS RVLE 


FOR RELIGEIDVS 
PERFORMANCES. 


vo Dom 1631, 


By Henry Paynter B. D. Preacher of Gods VVord 


inthe City of EXETER. 


Rom.14.16.Letnotthen your good beevill ſpoken of. 
Eph.6.1. Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this 


is right. 


Tit.2.8.9,10. Thathethat is of the contrary part, may be 


aſhamed, having noevill thing toſay of you: Exhort ſer- 
vants to be chelkend totheir owne maſters, and to pleaſe 
them wel inall things,not anſwering againe,not purloy- 
ning,but ſhewing all fidelity , that they may adorne the 
docrine of God our Saviour un all things. | 


—_— 


A 


Baſi!. Epiſt. 56, 

barditas res de qua ſcribo , animum quidem menm 1:%u1d 
replevit, proprerea quod omnin241n [uſpitionem abut, Cf rit- 
me percrebutt, hattenus tamen mihi incerta wile. Duod : 77- 
tur della ſcyibo, medicine loco fit, i quiſguam fibi male con 
ſcius eſt. Qui ſibs vero nthil huins eſt conſeins, er fit (ormgge 
QUAGKT C10 ) Vice pr emmnitionss ut id mal! precauent. 5! qi:ts 

autem hancrem ſuſque deque fert (id quod in vob; depro» 
Lendi nolum ) ul fot ( Stauapreiay ) Pro Conteſt atione. 
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oe 1 appeate, for the evi- 
dences of my ftncereſt inflru- 
tions andunpartiall endea- 
Vaitrs in this Sermon [6 DYE- 
went ſuch convVenicaces as 
were inſtls feared. but by vi- 
aulazey of authority and ef fi- 
_— cacy of God; truth and ordt- 
ldoooo 00000 00900 nance apparart! Y prevented i 
Who ſo fit as thoſe who yeelaed me their preſence and pa- 
tences t0 asfiſt me in giving up this account, btingrequie 
7:a, and nw Out of my power to be healed (having paſt 4s 
1 underſtand) the hands and allowance of the examiner. 
Far was it from my purpoſe when I preached it yts 6 what 
ow is thought fit tove aone without me. Onely we may 
2dr onr teſtimeny that this is the ſame , and all that was 
 atlivertd upon that neceſſary occaſion, whereby it may 
appeare vow ſmall their under [landing and charity is,tha; 
fo raſhly cenſuredit, or thiſe whom it concerned. Guins 
of preſervative may impart dann of inf:tion, but not 
that all that take them are infeeted, or that preſcribe them 
zmnrient, Tet a foolith calummiation (nll backe upon its 
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1 cadlang £veucher by diſcovery of truth , an 4 he had his 
muniſhmeat in his boſome before his mouth was open. They 
are happy that need ſo little feare traducers , whiles their 
-onſctences pleaae for them before God, their a%ions before 
%cn ; the worſt peaple willcry, Ad leones with others; 
194 footes will at lealt be mediing and indzecanſe andper- 
ſon before t hey underfland, Were authority ſo1ea!ous, as 
17BG# ai'ce is cenſorious , ſame would be more ſulent for their 
owne cafe : others againſt-their wills, whom we woald be 
lad to heareſpeake. Belt ts ; none but a fycophant or man- 
pleaſer, could cenſure the aclivering of theſe few rales and 
cautions ſo neeafull bere,as ſince they have appeared to be, 
At leaſt we know what can comfort us withPaul, 2, Cor, 
1.13. andfhill,1 truſt, wait the vetter on all G3ds oras- 
nazces, with more wiſedome, and never the leſſe ze4le, for 


that it is more according to knowledze, 1n Eccl.5, avd 


the firſt ſeven verſes the Preacher ſheweth what abuudance 
tance often accompanieth divine ſervices in publike and 


private, for the prevention whereof 1 wiſh we could better 


Arſtinouijh betwene holy zeale and headlong performance, 
There is erat od; betweene knowledee of the neceſcity of 4 
4ut;,and ability toperforme it ina due war andmanner, I 
know wot what hath lately mere gravel'd and amazed me, 
then ſome Novices new boaſts of ſuch ſudden ſprowimz of 
Trace in theſe latter and colder times, wato chat height of 
abilities , which hath no: beene knowne it; purelt temes una 
#er power fulleſt meanes, amoneft enuncnt and fameas 
Chriftiins, but with long time and much experience, Ve 
are bound ever v8 acknoxleare and bleſſe God for the glovie 
ous ſucceſſeof the C olpel even new in ts Kingdom , yet 


 expcit we no niraculoys offers of it, 45 ty the Primutive 
Churches, 


>. Items ————————. 
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Churches which inioning themyyes niteaded 19 be regulated 
1n the uſe of them becauſe ſanretimes it was 0t decent and 


orderly: andifinthepablike, how much more in the pri- 


wate,where there is none to order the reſt, or that cu well 
inage wherein the decency of ſuch performances confifts-; 
but iznerance aud affettion mnſt ſway anc cenſure al. 4nd 
it is no ſmall comfort tous tn —_ ace, nor ſlender 42g 16 
licentions tongues abroad. that the (everall lights (among 
which this is one of the leaſt and obſcnreft ) held forth in 


one day by ſo many able and well agreeing guties , was not 


without that ſncceſſe, which hath ſince cauſed much thauk(- 
giving to Godby many of thoſe that they were reached unts, 
amone the reſt, who being more wiſe and humble,& having 
mare godly knowledge andexperience then ſome other ,per- 
cerved{ome ſailings & inconveniences which they were not 
aware of; vor could fo well be diſcovered without ſore help, 
If others ſee net the generall uſe of theſe inſuing diretti. 
ons, it willbe their advantage not much to irewble their 
1honghts about it;leaving thoſe, whom it concernes,to en- 
zoy their benefit, and to give teſtimony towhat they beard, 
who can andwillriahtly interpret it and theſe fer lines by 


Sedgen accident (ts ſupply a defeft,andprevent an inconve- 


ence } h:jtily written to be pr. fixed, Dec, 17, Anno 


Domini 1631, 


Errata, 

In Epilt.):n.4.1cad intert'cn in Epifh).1 cr paticrcein Epi! 14ter 
healed racecaiied.in Epiſi.l 22.r Giving, 
Page 7 !ine 13.reaie done 1n, pare 9.1.2, read arioitra,p,! 1, 1,54. 
r.{ce,loote,p-19,), 3.r.m, thought, p.20.1.26.r.teiter preparation by 
exarnination, P-21.1.30.1, ce in; p.24.1 21.1, YOUr acceptance, 7.35, 
marg t.S/SaAtns.p.29,marg,i nid ,p-33:þ9.,clufge of, 26:d1.24.r-0 
Upon, p.4e.1,17.1.6ccry<d — 
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1? Coriath 


Let all things be done decently and im 
order. 


y Saint Pauls miniſtery, 
wasina ſhort time a very 
| famous and flouriſhing 
| Church in reſpe& of all 
| gtfts neceſlary ifor confti- 
ABS WADQ [| tution,cdification orbeau- 
Br; >< 2. «2 ff tyof a Church, Itwas in 
its infancy perteCt inalli':s parts, belonging to do- 
arie,diſcipline,ornament: But in the Apoſtles ab- 
B fence 
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Saint PAVLS rule for 


ſence degenerated and grew crooked through ill 
handling by unnaturall nurces, that ſought onely 
hemiches : uſing their gifts and employing them- 


eng inthe Churches buſineſle, partially, ambiti- 


ouſly, COVETLOU fly. $1a4v7ie And $razppeie WEre LWO Qrcat 
diteaſes, their teachers were very dangerouſly licke 
wh which could nt pol bly lard with the good 
nftication ard Ioatrh ofthe Church that was Yet 
bLt LENGET, 2 and waiitcd itrength to expell the ma- 
[1Enity of theſe dittempens which they had ſuck't 11 
with theirmilke, Vaine affeQation of popular _ 
Dlau{o carrying ſuch ſclte-conceited orators nor one 
ly to that ſelfe- diſturbing paſſion of envious emuta- 
t0n,to have their gitrs as ; much extolled and prefer- 
red above other fincerer preachers by the people,as 


 hoatted of by themſelves, for their range curiotiries 


quaint elegancies and philoſophical conceirs wi the 
our the folidity of wholeſome doctrine : but alſo to 
that baſeipratite of detrattion, and uncharitable ca- 
mMnation, caſting out anworthy aſperſt9.1s againſt 
the Apoſtle, w ho defired to know (that 1s to crake 
and make ſhew of knowinz) nothing bur Chriſt Ic- 
fus and him crucified : : diſgracing his gifts and vilt- 
fying his miniſtcryand preaching, as weakeand con- 


re mptible; having nothing ln it wort! the Churches 


NOTICE Or « .cceptance. 
This they d14 only to. aduance. elvis: they 


alone mult carry the bell; as we ſee i in Diotrephes One 


of theſe their fvelling teachers, whoſe aſpiring after 


*firſt-h 00d, and'c] bicfly i 19 th eaffe tions of the peo- 
ple was ror with out ſundry indign:tles, offered ro 0- 


thets better deſerying + (erting Lp "we OWNC reputa- 
T1013 
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Nelizions Performances. > 
tion by the preiudice of the faithfull ſervants of Iv- 
fas Chriſt, againſt whom he was full of prating and 
malicious words, yea diabolicall unpurations ten- | 
ding todeepeſt miſchicfe, This was ove ct their alle 2uy3' taut 
eaſes which they were voluntarily ficke of and nou- < xa | 
riſhed (as countertert rogues ſvume artificially mae diſciples wh , 
or continued malady) for their covetous ends, Enow- was were. | 
ing the more they could getto be eſteemed of the KID Bed 
people, the more they ſhould drawe from them: and yecaue he | 
tnerefore laboured with a perperuall icaloutte of made hiscte 
their owne credit, and deſpightfuil behaviour a- AY 
gainſt others, whole faithfull endeavours INhey bis cov-roul- 
thought night becloude ir, and fo hinder their pro- FfNe -* ane 
fir. Therefore they ſtrived to blindfold, yea to ftupi- yada ah) 
fie the people while they tooke their peny-worthes 1? mar/#//um 
out of them,brivging them into bondage,devouring, —— Ml 
caking, exalting themſelves, as the Apoſtle in a ſa- wn fermo- 
credand moſt ſavory ſarcaſme detecteth, and unmaſ- mr. re: 
keth them, 2 Cor. 11.20, "FFF 
Hence grew the diſtemper of tat whole Church, 
not onely cauſing detormity but danger, 11 two ept- 
demicall evills, fation and prophancncfie among 1 Cor, 1+ 
the people. Onthe one hand divitions and fides,as 1f 
Chriſt himſelfe were divided : On the othcr pro- 
pbanenefle and licentiouſncſſe of hte, as if they | 
wonldcrucifie him againe; And fo that Church " we 
(though fundamentally ſoand and ortnodoxe) wan-: 
ted 2. things which were needful her 7: 7:47:38 lor 
zwrzZiav, both decorum and order. Inſoinuch thar 
even inthe publike miniſtration there was a ſcanda-: 
lous unſeemelineſſe, and Church-ruining diſorder. 
as appeares in this and ſome of the precedent chay- 
B 2 Crs, 
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2. Saint PAVLS rule for 
ters. Againſt theſe two intolerable evils, hee conſti- 
eutes this law, rule or canon, as an Idea or platforme 
according to which all their performances muſt be 
faſhioned, Itis the mould in which all they teach 
_ anddoe muſt be caſt, that it may beare this double 
ſtampe or impreſſe of Decencie and Order which muſt = | 
21ve 2 commendable and gracefull luſter tro every 
_ ordinance, every ation, all their bebaviour, even 
unto geitures and rituall obſervations, eſpecially al 
in publike, (as hee had ſthewed before) and if 
=_ i rhercbe any other particular not exprefly mentio- 
X:-r.2.4, ned,aboutthe adminiſtration of holy things, (as in- 
deed there were ſome) in the congregation , and 
Chriſtian meetings, and duty of Gods worſhip and 
ſervice tending tothe profeſſion and praftife of rel1- 
710n, that God may be glorified, the Church edifi- | 
2d, aliens allured orconvinced, the mouth of 1nzqui- 
cy topped,the face of Chriſtianity Decomeamiable, | 
; and the power of the Goſpel the better evidenced, 
_* hewinderh itall into this Ceronjs,or gnomicall injun-. 
H10n: Let all things be done decentl; and in order. For- 
this is the externall beauty of the Spouſe of Chriſt 
on earth, nor onely that ſhe is compleate and not de- 
ietive in efſentialls, bur comely and amiable in all 
particulars for forme and order, 
Occaſion mightbe here taken for more varietie of 
obſervation and do&rine,then a ſermon or two can 
beare the proſequution and application of. I defire_ 
enely by your patience, which I muſt intreate, jfome 
time more. then ordinary, for the diſpatch of this 
one conclaſfion which 1' lay. downe plainely 


thus, 
is 


Religions Performances. [ 

In the buſineſſeof Religion and all holy and gracions per 

formantes abont the ſame gt onely the goodneſſe of the mai* 

ter and ſubſtance of the a or duty, but dueneſſe of the forma 

and manner is ntceſſarily required: This point I thinke 

fit toexplaine, and therein the three tearmes of the 
matter, forme, and neceſlity : and then apply ir. 

Tr. Firſt the matter, the duty it ſelfe and ſubſtance 
of theaction muſt be good and warranted by the 
word. He hath ſhewed thee 0h man what is good, and(that wich s 2. 
1s) what the Lord doth requireof ther : and therctore the 
Apoſtle ſaith, :The Law is holy, and the Commandemens Rom,7,12. 
holy iaft andgood: notonely in irſelfe, but to the ob- 
ſervers to whom it 15 revealed and given tobe done: 
ſuch are all dutics of piety and religion : Gods ordi- 
nances, and duties of his holy worſhip intoyncd, 
with love, 1uſtice, mercy, truth, peace, &c. that 
which is preſcribedof God, not humane inventions, 
will worſhip, or things forbidden by the word, need- 
leſle and ſuperfluous traditions of which the Church 

was ina few ages too full : theſe are not intended to 
 bedonearall, butall the durics of kolineſſe (which 
we are eſpecially by the holy Ghoſt inthis place d1- 
reed toconſider of and ſet right in performance)ail 
ſuch things are fimply to be allowed ard done,being 
warranted and commanded in the Scriptures, 

2 . For the ſecond ; by forme, I doe not inwend the 
 1nternall and efſentiall forme, f{inceritie, faith, affe- 
__ Riontothe will of God, when a duty 1s pertormed 
'.._ ontof true conſcionable deſire to obey & pleaſc God, | 
withoug which a worke 15 a dead worke, deſtitute of 
ſpirit and life. 

Bur I meane the externall forme, the manner and 

D-3 due. 
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duc carriage OL Cvery action 1n w iſedome according 


{ » CirClt imitance, 29d this outward forme or wiziiner 
© BS ertor NAnce inal | coLd duties hatin two princt- 


| you attecX1015S Of Dr: »ertics, that may nomore bee 
Hohred orneglected, then the good worke ought to 


be naired and de faced Scitreet Decency and oraer. 

Poto: clot  Sel#1 - Endo decently, honeRtly;and ina {ceme- 
ferrogetir £4 jv LaNtacy, 1tmult be verformed. So much 15 requt- 
on eau i red inall our converſation, Rem. 13.13. that it bluſh 
exe ioncive NOT tobe {lecne abroad 1n che day for want of ſeemely 
pro leatySed attire and ornaments requitite according to the fits 
PE ſr elan.' cl. 
'n Cant Ser. ANA QUALITY or cuery buſines and godly ation, faſt 
$5 bei 2Z1n0t inveſted with comely habit, and graced 
w_ by due co mportmcnt,it ſeeme ridiculous, offenſive. 
:4- Or | aarhſome t9any. 
mee Therefore wywewn is comelineſſe which blocs 
ts. an acomely thiag,as the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of un- 

12: 29 comcly parts, faith they are beaurified by comely 
= O2FINCAS and ornaments upon them to fer them 
pr provilure” f forth, And his ul Ng a word of that nature 1n this 
©, Place, is to imply, thatour beſtand moſt neceſlary 

diego 214 actions.cren jinand about the Corthip of Gadfwhich 
bem  procecding from us, have too much crookednefle, 
| \. tooinany defe &s, when they are performed at the 


bcſt) ought to *s invelted with the moſt ſeemely 


4 007 £5” 


oruamems of circumſtauce inthe manner,that may 
gracetuliy adorne them, as when there 1s due obſer- 


vation, of time, place, perſon', ſexe, conditi- 


ON, oifts, abilitics, and the like, This 15 de- 


E -CEnti = -. : 
Py eter ar dive 


nan Sed. 2 udjerttn According to due order: thartno- 
22,42: Thing be done Contuſeely, according to every raſh- 


braine, 
( 


4a# 
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* ot : 


Reltzions Performaiices. 7 
braine,tumultuarily, hudlingly ; which who ever 442 primz/uut 


FR 2 L A 2 22 | ſecundo 9115 
J » Tal \ 
doth, breakes the rankes ot perfons, ordinances, and 72.1 pas 


things inthe Church (which is and ought to bc, as a lowers ſats- 
well ſctarmy with banners) and brings into it(whatr © 444 ta 
1nhimlyeth) ſuchan %wrmie, and hburly-burly, as a Fi 
would mingleall things confuſedly , and give grcat mnt pracigh- 
adraurage to the enemy, And this hath ever beene [7a 
Satansalme, and one of his greateſt ſtraragems , to ottinguy 
ſubuert order which God: harh ftabliſhed, and by ?o1rrrnrcrs 
co11tution to breake in with his forces, and play the _—_— mY 
AmwwWw:, by dillolving order to worke deftrudtion, 719i © de- 
Therefore there mult be wiſedome to ſet g924 duties a open, 
inthcir places, and make them come tobe due it tem --1+!/: * 
their courſes and turnes , like the tandingand fer- F740 vr 
vice of the pricſts and Levices in their ſeycrall 0or- ec. Ber, 1 
ders and courſes; fome 1n the higheſt, ſome in the Candler 50, 
next, ſome in inferiour place. 
By the word Orde-, thereture, he points backe to 
his former doctrines and rep:chenfions: for that 
Church wasa[moſt quite unj»yured through pre- 
poſtcrous zeale, and Church-deltroying confultor 
growing apace upon tnem , fo that hee was 
faine tocry for order agairve almoſt inevery thing, 
I. Touching rhe ſtate of ſexes, 1n a fort more then 
diſturbed, it not turned uptide-downe ; wo- 1 Corey, 
men not keeping their ſtation in a decorum be- Fr, 
comming their ſexe, to give the prerogative 759 here mane 
the man who was firſt created , of whom and for ©< hulbang 
whom the woman was, and who is her head : That j,",.c = 


the woman thould nor uſurpe above that rhe ſexe births lexes, | 
To 'S x 141 2nd WY. 


i | : | Ts, Ji” 
was ctcated for; not arrogating, but yeciang 


ww 
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the headihipand prerogative to the man, eſpecially 
in divine {ervices and holy daties. Authority, em1- 
nency, ſuperiority , inall ations, eſpecially of fa- 
cred 1oynt devotions, being challenged to the man. 
paring.) TEETCwas a certaine petulancy of forward behavi- 
tam -mpercs OUT appearing inthe weakerveſlcll (which that ſexe 
pima7ue nega is by a peculiar corruptionapt to diſcover) croſ- 
2 {ing and inclining to breake the pale of reſtraining, 
and inclofing ſubtection, eſpecially in things ofmoſt 
devotion, wherein I verily thiake that ſexe doth ge- 
aetally excell the other, about pious actions , and 
Jutics of Gods worſhip ; perhaps, being more fenſt- 
| bleof their owne imbecillity and weaknefle, there- 


_—_— _— > ” 
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fore more zealoutly and heartily deſirous to ſhrowd 
chemſetves under tie ſhadow of the Almighty, and 
to be much and ofren under his wing. Butl ſay they ; 
favourcd themſelves 1n too much boldnes, paſſing . | 
bounds, affecting,glorying in their knowledge, de- = 
[araterr,s, YOrtOn, forwardneſſe, to the preivdice of the fove- 
ty ,20, raignty and royalty of the man. This diſorder he 
much calls vpon them toreforme. | 
2. Aboutthe Supper, it was taken and vſed very _ 
diforderly, ſo that they came together not for the ' 
xy berter, but for the worſe. Religion and vevotion was | 


rreiudiced by it: and ſchiſmes,and ſes, and diviſt- 
ons increaſed generally : and in this particular, the 
diſorder was ſo great, that they divided themſelves 
one from another in the very owe ,toynt meeting, 
and moſt unitcd ation of the Church. Other things 
were out of frame, and needed ſettlement(we know 
nor 22 many) bur this was the greateſt-and moſt 
100])cradle, as that which after a {ort overthrew and 
made 


at - . 
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member init's place. Not the care where the eye 


_ outenuy and ſelfe-love, (the greatdiſturbers of Or- viderat,emine- 


| Isnot all for her owne profit, but ſeekes the profit of 


Religions Performances « Us 

made anyllity of the Sacrament, Thus was #0t tear yy ee. 
the Leras dS xpper - Zo Inthe uſe of thoſe miyiouan, ey. 
cellent (though common) gitts of the holy Ghoſt, 
then abundantly powred upon the Church , as was 
foreſhewed. In the exerciſe of theſe he requireth 
Order in the Church as in a naturall body: every 

. . 1 Cor 12.1, 
ſhould be, nor the foot take the function of the hand: gc,1.:5. 
but every one to it's proper uſe, office, operation, fa- 
culty. Neither ſhould they be ſer one againſt ano- 
ther. Thereſhould bemo ſchiſme inthebogy. 4. That bet 
gifts be zcalouſly affefted, nor onely among thoſe 
that we naw ſpcake of , but chiefly among thoſe 
gifts that accompany ſalvation, by which the othet «4% i294. 
are ſanctified : and having promiſed ro ſhew them a 2% 
more excellent way, and that ex abandanti (over and O_ 
above what he had before done) by plainer inſtance 
and i[luſtration, how their gifts may be guided in : 
moſt orderly manner for the beſt good and with moi 
peace, he proccedeth unto it in the tollowing chap- 
ter throughour, where he teacheth them that charj- 
ty is moſt carneftly to be covered, as inclining men 5/9/«/n0 aw- 


Rs ; 4 . »  biouteilexers: 
tothe due and diligent uſe of all theirabilitics with- ju omaibus que 


BOEIET 


der) tothe beſt advantage of the Church. Know. '* 7 Fe 


rechanadtats ft 
ledge and faith, and boon are excellent : bur in ſee- tiam,coc. 14c 
king theſe, one may fceke himſeife, But charity 29a 
\d'Rem eli dt 
at, ne ferte 2- 
many that they may be ſaved, and goes abroad , and 674d merd?- 
put teth forth all the oitts and Traces of Gods Spirit ratun {a 1m: 


VE! 3.45 dV Oo 


coworkegforthe common benefit: And doth not ſay, aq .criv? 


| | Y, 
ſhall I not take utmoſt [1berty to increaſe mine owne 2Hie- tn 
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cherous one) and lets in the enemy upont 


$p. 14, 


10  SaitPaAvyLs rule for 


knowledge and faith, and comfort , and felicity? for 
ſacha ſpeech without limitation, though full of 
zeale, may be as full (and indeed it favors ſtrongly) 
of ſelfe-love, that knowes,endures no order; charity 
15norinthat manner ecmulous, no not of grace, Ihe 
Apoſtle tels them charity 1s not ſo diſorderly to ſeek 
her owne (9, to know alone, to belceve alone, to re- 
joyce 1n the truth alone, bur with others, as the 


Church and people of God may 1njoy the famecom- 


forts and benefits together, with ones ſelfe : rakes 
along the ediftication, comfort, peace, liberty , and 
oo0d of the generall, with oves owne:; yea prefers 1t, 
Therefore thatis firſt inorder, and greateſt, VWhere 
it ſorules not, there is no keeping ranke , the army 
1s diſordered, and confuſion found in the chiefs 
parts ; ſelte-love turnes captaine (an —_— trea- 

e maine, 
and body of theChutrch,for perforallreſpe&ts.Ther- 
fore having ſet charity on worke , and given her the 
command as generall, hee goeth on ſtill preſcribing 
order, and laying the rulcs to preſerve it : firſt chart- 
ty, then the bet other ſpirituail gifrs, chiefly pro- 
pheſie: for greater is he that doth prophecy : then he 


marſhalls other z=ziezam intheir places, and maketh 


canons for the uſe and orderly performance of all 
things of this kinde, as appeares inthis laſt, which 
includes all, with a binding imperative, which hath 
*clation to the manner, let all things be ſo done: thar 
terorum and order beduely obſerved, Therefore I 
would not touch this ſecond point briefly, being the 
Principall thing intended, that all mighr ſee (that 
-/0uld) it 15 10t enough to ſay, thould not Chriiſtt- 


ans 


Ret;rions Performances I 
ans exerciſe their gifts > ought not all Gods ord1- 
nancesto be uſed? 1s not ſuch a duty Jawfull,yea ne- 
ceſlary and commanded , and therefore to be done ; 
yes, but with a proviſo], ifdecentlyand in order, ] 
have alſo produced the Apoſtles owne ſeries, a large 
vep-0x) of 4, chapters , leſt ignorance ſhould thinke 
hcadlong performances grounded on better authori- 
ry,then order can ſhew for it ſelfe (for ignorance and 
my ſelfe are well enough agreed to account mine 
owne tudgement nothing)though order it ſelte, if it £55195. 


| a : : Salomon 
could but once geta good OPINION IN the minde , and greateſt mg- 


an vapartiallaſ pect or obſervation, would make ma- '*fiic ſeemed» 


Wenn ae. | » ———— fiſt ir 
ieftic ir ſelfe amazed, and raviſh the heart of him ac ue 14 


thathad ſcenc heaven, the greateſt Apoſtle that e- aftions, ar- 
vet was; the Order of Chriſtians 1n the profc ſon ©24ancery3o 


Y CINMMcCnt, 


and practiſe of religion made the very hoart of ſuch &c, wick the 


a bevolder, evento leape within him for toy.Cg/, 2,5 , Een ot the 
© South behol- 


his was the ſecond thing, the rightmanner. ding had no 


Se. 3. I ſhallneed to ſtand the leſſe upoit the ſpirit lefs tn 


third particular,T he aeceſsity thereof, The Scerijture 77 | 


| © IZPHLF.TF. 


{uſhcicntly ſhewes this, in laying downe a Clhriti- Hecrriaperpes 


an mails duty every where, and inallthe parts, it a {- {2 #/d:zare 


atv rb!12Þ a». 


verbs, importing the manner of doing , not oncly in 1 nec ne{ 


generall , ſolooke to it, take heed that ye walke ac-/5!: vite ve. 
els COTA 


curately, exactly for the manner; butin ſpeciall, no: ot 


_ onely that which 1s pious, 1uſt, and (for the matter) 


neceſſary, is tobc embraced: but al} muſt be don? 


proufly, riehteouſly, ſoberly : that 1s, in ſuch a manner as Iz 2+ 


dutics of ſooriety,tuſtice and piety,ought to be don: 
inrceſpett of the property and nature of the workc, 
and needfull circumſtances thereunto belongins . 
We may inſtance in one or two dutics , and theſe 5 


maltyly 


; v3 . 
> £v.4+- T, 


12  SaitPavlis rule for 
7. Thebandling of the word it muſt be in a law- 
full calling thereunto, reverently ſoundly, conſcio- 
nably, to Gods honour and our brethrens cdificati- 
on. ſoas men may perceive they have Gods Oracles 


'nhardlitg. 


2, Praver, how ſtrictly are we to look tothe whole 
Man, ca vutward carriage as well as the ſtate of 


the heart, and matter of the petitions we aske of 


tHeor,12,26, 
4 i he. te © 


RCAICVS,. 


God, lclt wee offer the ſacrifice of. fooles , (make 
God angry through our raſhneſle, powre out prayers 


ro be repented of, and diſhonour God by taking his 


name mm vaine, phariſaicalloftentation,  uncharita- 


blenefſe,hypocrific, &c, and who knoweth not that 
this 15 the cluefcit part of a Chriſtians cunning. and 
his beſt skill in the performance of what God bath 
commanded, and his owne heart intcnderh to ſerve 


himin, that itbe {o done as he may ſerve him acceptably. 


learning and recetving 5f Gods miniftcys (not onely in 
+ hat particular wayes, bur) how he ought to walke with, 
God in all pleaſing. And had I not beene ro0 large al- 
ready inthe confirmation and explanation of the 


copclafion, I would few you further grounds, of 


po little conſequence,nay offo much werghtat leaſt, 


_ asallourreligion 1s werth for the due manner of per- 


mance. For it 15 ſoneceſfary , thar many Chriſtian 
vertucs ſhould want their excrciic, and fo God (that 
2ives them) his honour withoutar; the preventton 
of many ev1ils depends upon it ; By 1t the glory of 


God 1s more advanced then by the dury it fclfe, 


which ir were not hard for an hypocritetodoc, with- 


Out the duo manner. and fo by conſequence can have 


0 fuch comtaort by doing, as by doing well. For this 


, 
bo 4 
ICH - 


calleth us (ar leaft ina word) ro fhew the falſe 
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icaveth not place for ſuch apparant ſ1gnes of pride 
and hypocrite (the occaſion whereof , worldlings 
cake to traduce religion) affd the jealous thoughts 
thence ariſing worke much wo and perplexity to ma- 
nya fincere (though roo 1gnorant and raſh} ſoule; It 
maketh £ood proviſion for the peace of the Church, 
the manifeſting of love, and inkindling of it towards 
us,and religion \t00 in others when 1t preſcnts it ſelfe 


et Hefter 1t'S Ornaments ; rakes away the appa- 


Tanceand foment of arrogancy , emulation,cnvy: c- 


videncing mortification, Pmecknefſe, modeltic, hu 
mility, obcdicn cetolawfull authority : and DYCVENTS 
coofuſton, diſtraction, inordinatencfle and infolen- 
cic, contention, aiſcouragement of others, 1calgu- 
fies, evill ſurmiſes, contempt, and fletghting ofre- 
ligion , by ſuch as are not yet inamorcd w:th the 
comelineſle and order of ſpirituall conuerſation; 7 
ſay all theſe things ſthew that there are many things 


coufiderable, obſerveable, in thc h oly pe! forma: 


CeS; touching the right forme and 2racctull manner Ep 


of proceeding j in them : And that it15890t cough, 
the duties be; good and hol: v,and nece fary, trending 


tO OUF OWN edification and CUIT] fort ; Dut th at We gou 


duely about them with much care and wifedome., 
and circumſpeCtion according ro decorum and ot 


der. 


Betore we apply this roour ſelves . the foone of ,. 


the words and intention of the holy Ghoſt in rhem 
1 {t 


that the Church of Rome maketh of this mot 
wholeſome and Apoſtolicall Cara, wanting not 


g_y | my 
238 


WW. 4 
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144.2259. an Erkin a Pharifaicall coremony-monger , or red- 
wo 7 —_ car's Lomaniſt, rowreſt the meaning of rhis SCrip- 
Pome Lure to theirowne ſenſe: as ifhe meant here to laya 
2727's foundation for Antichriſt, to build all the ſtubble of 
2,14: ytnprofitableand ſuperſtitious ceremonies upon,that 
| ſhould afrerward de invented , and foiſted into the 
Church, and forced upon the conſciences of Gods 
_ peopleas divine, uaderthe pretence of decency,and 

order. T he Apoltte ſeloce: chiefly of neceſſary aud 

profi tadlc ordinances, With tha an—_ and order 

11 ſetting them forth, which rendeth to edification, 

a mute 308 be corrupted, perverted, adulterated, 
_ aduied and multiplied i 7afirimums, according to 
mens fantaties and humours, to the diſhonour of 

GoJ,and trouble of che Church, whereof theſe ina- 

aria mitts, RerS Of muUlchievous ceremonies (ſuch as Durandss) 
of ic. arc damnaoly guilty , obſcuring the ſplendour and 
beaurcous luſter of Gods ordinances, and thruſting 

many of thein out of their orderand ranke, making 

Wh: the commandements of God of none effect, by their 
un &:/parrngy. FIAdIOLONS, Anguſtin could tell them, had they 
142 [1215748 Cares to heare wholeſome dodrine, that by order is 
nat meant a farre other matter, and not luxury of inven- 
rice Deg. TONS tending to confuſion , which was never from 
- God ; and they might have taken notice how grie- 
i oufly he complained of the 1ntolerablenefle of the 


litter of ſach burthenſome obſervations , increaſed 


4 I Wt tn! 


232% 4, bevyondallrcafon within 400. yeeres « after Chriſt, 
«e199; 4:59 {0 that the burthen of the Iewes under Moſes, was 
eprf22%® [johterthen that was then laid on rhe Church, and 

£68410, Aut 
5 £piÞ, YC *trheſe unſatiable tradition-merchants are ti! | 1a- 
W112 and taking inmoregtill ſhe 15 ready to finke,and 


will 


—_ 
—_ 
_ —_—_ 
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will be till Chriſt come»-in vengeance to ſurprize 
theirſhip, and compell their merchants to breake 
bulke by force,finking all as a milftone. Rev. 13, But 
we muſt leave them,and come unto our ſelves, 

Let us, my brethren, be willing to have our judg- 
ments reified , audeuery one of us be exhorted, 


yeacloſely held tothe obſcryation of this ſacred and 
divine conſtitution, Inult be inforced toan unuſir- 


all ccurſc of application, ſetting my bounds, vor 
where ſiticneſſc and propriety of inference , {1 


much as vicinity of dangerous inconvenience ſome | 


where, and variety of nccelfary occations other 


where will lcade me to pitch them ; not without 


ſome relucation of mine owne affections ſometimes 
ro ſome perſons; though nowa right judgement 
challengeth ir's prerogative torctorme and regulate 
what deate (yet ſincerely devout) aftedtious, (ol 
withſtanding ſuncry and (1m ſome apprehbentions, 
ſharpe intimations, and premonitory Cautions) jad 
brought out of ſquare. We have much to look wit 


to (beloved) in the praCtife of religion, There aro o- | 


bout it three pernicious errors, which we have need 


todealeagainft, Twol will but mention, the rhire 


ſtay upon. Let perplexity be cenſured, ſo miſta 
king bee prevented ; for this time e«fpccial- 


ly: 


the whole bufineſſe of Chriftianity , when men ac- 
count it out of theirelement, out of their juriſdit;- 


on, beſide the patent of their reaſonable imploy. 


ments. This multitudes will reither directly pro- 
feſſe, nor fomuchas by good conſequence cloare 
rhem- 


296761 


1. AGathe-like neglet , Contemptuouſnes of 


\ 


© T8 SaimP AvLS Rale for 
themſelves of. ph 11s appeares in thatſo many of 
them are {9 urterly impatient while we 1nveigh a- 


gaintt E/iy-lixc prophancneſſe, as if, among all that 


are gu 11/ty, none could be tound or ou = to de {uſpe- 


ed: thong! 1 the evidence prove they Dcare no more 


love tothe Goſpe land zealous miniſters and profe| 


ſours of it thento ſivine: unlefſe ſuch Gadarenites 


owne ſpeeches and behantour toward them be much 


militen. This is prophai neneſle. 


. Arcnting aſunder ofthe two tablesof the co- 
venant, the one from the other in —_— converſation 
and practiſc :and this 1s of two forts. 1, Reje&ing 
rhe tirft, and reſting in ſhewes of the Rau ,AS, Car- 
nall Jovc, Prerc! aded truth , peace, juſtice , toyle 
in ſecular 1mploy mcnts , exceſhve care, and ca- 
«Or {n.CUMDCNCyY upon their trades and callings, 
rhi3king this a fuſkciency, if not the higheſt 


pitch of religious righteouſheſſe ; This 1s the 


EI 5 
worlds meere civility, if ſo much. 2. Rejecing 


che ſecond —_ and reſting in a profeſſed zeale 
of the firſt, ous! | 10t to bee accounted C1- 


vil onely but liiiobt. and many times are ſe 
reputed by others, yea, reſolved (through delu- 


fa of co nICicrice) in their owne hearts. The SCrip- 
Lure 1N Many Piaces . paz them out : eſpccially 
IfaT.8& 55. Zabh. 7. A41.22,&C. this 1s next tode- 
ſperatc IvpOC r1ſte. 

In avule Of neceſſary duties of Religion , 
tending ng 0 tne hinderance vf 7 of throuch 1900- 


— 


miſunderſtanding, and want of -xperi- 


E IfyJ/® 
L111 i. 


ES 


ence. and. obſervation, An id this may bee 1! 
many of Gods children. Yet hence arifeth , 
| that 
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that emu and: s mia deformity , and corruſt- 
on, which the neceſſity of the congregations, and 
people in this City, more (perhaps) then in' ſome 
otherplaces-inforceth Authority and us tudeale a- 
gainſt at preſent. 

Theretore Idefire you;b5rethren, ſuffer the words 
of atwofold exhortation. You know that, 1. All 
chings that God chargeth us to ſerve him in , muſt 
be done. 2. Then muſt there be-alſo a Decornys 
and Methode, or needfull duties will degenerate in- 
co unlawtull ations by circumſtance. 1. Let al! 
things injoyned by the Lord be done. Let all his 
ordinances be conſcionably frequented. In pub- 
like, publike ordinances: in private, private ordt- 
nances, VVith the congregation, with the family, 

b in ſecret, All the holy exerciſes of the word,prea- 
ching, reading, catechiling , ſinging ot pſalmes, ' 
repetition,meditation, conference, Sacraments, 
prayer, faſting, brotherly admonition, &c. It is 
not one or two of theſe that we exhort unto, bur all 
We have often ſhewed youthe neceſſity of tacſe , 
and perſwaded to them : not without forewarning 
of the danger of contempt, yea of negleR of any 

oneof them. I know religious duties begin to 
come into ſome account with many: are heartily - 
imbraced by ſome, profeſſedly diſliked of fewe. 

Yer ſurely there is a manifeſt omiſhon and ſleigh. 
ting, it not contempt, of ſame ordinatices, where. 
unto we muſt impute the noz proficiency and powet- * 
leſle profeſſion of the Goffe! intoo many amongH » 
us. God indeed hath promiſed roblefſe cvery one 
of his ordinances tohis people but willhe not 2's 

D | Is. 


Y - WW \ 
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20.33.37. 


(91.42.30. oF, 
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ſo be ſevere againſt the wilfull negle of any of 
them # Allare appointed for our edifacation, God 
working by themall unto ſalvation, But the ca- 
ſting off the care anduſe of any one, breakes the 
chaine of Gods ordination, and proceeding, who 
hath knit them rogether in a needfull dependance 
each on other (where he affordeth them) one fur- 
thering the opcration and eſhicacic of the other , ſo 
that where allare conſcionably frequented, they 
are very eftecuall tro edification,where any are left 
out aid ſome linke of the chaine broken, there is 
an interruption of the operation and bleſſing. As in 
the conveighance of your Ciry watcr : where one 
pipe failes and the worke broken off, ſothar there 


- 15Nnot a continuation of all the leads faitened or 


reaching cloſe cach to other, that one may ſerve a- - 
nother, the water ceaſeth it's courſe , paſſcth nor 
forward ,- and ſo it is not found in the conduit for 
uſe; Surely, if we better learned this point (my 
brethren) and had well gorten the practiſe of 1r, 
Religion would flouriſh ; the fruits, the power,the 
bieMng would abound ; and the complaint would 
not bee forife or not ſo tuſt, rhat peopie are one 
thing in the Church, another at home : pious in | 
the congregation, prophane 1n converſation: fit= 
ung before us hearing our words. bur not doing 


them.,as Ezcchiels hearers:yea nearing many things 


- but urderfianding them not ; as the Lerd com- 


plaines by E/ay, ever learning, and1:ever comming 
to the knowledge of the truth, . as ſome 1n the be- 
£:11:i0g ofthe Goſpel. CO 
This tken we exhort you for your owne g00d, ſal. 

| VallON,. 


3 rnb ce ere thn. 3 P 
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 ligence, how it is with you for the private we can- 


and them, 


it was at firſt moved unto mc without any thought 


dily eatertained, and (according to my mcaſure) 


ther congregations (though yet you ſee ſome tay- 
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c1on, comfort : make conſcience of all, or reft ſe- 

cure innone, Coutempt of one will bring a curic 

upon all. When the law was not oublikef; read 11 

and before 1oſiahs time, religion was decayed, 1 Cro'y @ 
chough. they had Prophets ſent unto them , and 

ſome doubtleſle plyed their priuare deyotion. And 

what was the rcaton why theſe Bercans made ſugl 

a noble progrefle in the faith and religion, beyond 

them of Theſſalonica, but becauſe they 1oyned the 
private duties with the publike, which others did | 

not, Theſe muſt not therefore be ſundred. Inthe ag.1iy, win, 
uſe of the publike 1n this place we obſerve your di- 


& * 


not ſowell know . but God obſerveth with what 
conſcience and affection you imbrace both theſe 


For the preaching of the Vord among you : As 


for this congregation (by ſome of the moſt eminent 
in it,and in the City,in your ſcnate)and by me rea- 


conſtantly hitherto for this part of rhe day perfor- 
med , ſo I muſt beare you witneflce, you have beene 
with like readineſle and conſtancy preſent at the 
ſame: attending this ſoule-ſiving Ordinance with- 
out ary obſerveable affeted withdrawings: The 
other ſiſter-ordirance of catechiſing, T conteſſe you 
have as chcerefully,it not with moxe alacriry of af- 
fetion embraced , and ſubicted your families 
urto it more reverently and orderly then many 0- 


lings which I hope-you wiltredrefſe) and preſen- 
D 2: : red 
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ted your ſelves alſo wacther it were before or af- 

cer the beginning of other duties, waich gave 
example tothem, encourazemnt to me, where- 
inas you ave well begun, be not hercafter wan- 
cg, as you love your comfort, and deſire 
that che knowledge of G31 ſhould abound among 
us, 

The Sacraments , the one of Baptifine * the 
Trcatelt part of you give good teſtimonie how 
highly you eſteeme and reverence it, by your con- 
tinuance alwayes at the adminiſtration of it, af- 
fiſting by your joynt prayers, contrary to that 
prophanc praXtiie of many turning their backs 
apon it, The other of rhe Lords Supper is as 
generally uſed ({o farre as I canobſerve) as the 
Law intendeth- it for perſons capable , if not 
by more thenare well admittable, whereof, as 
well as of the zoo ſeldome celebration of it 
you- muit bee- admoniſhed . That there may 
bee betrer by preparation, examination. and in«+ 

 ſtru&ion of ſuch as neede it, and a more fre- 
__. quent participation for the greater comfort of 
= ” yourfaith ; you may doubrleſſe 1njoy it ſo often as 
Net8.z9- you will defire with convenience, 
685,13.1%%" Of thepublike reading I need not ſpeake : un- 
$E({02.d2-f0; | 
11.Te. leffe I ſhall exhort you to afoord your moſt heed- 
full attention rothis plaine and diſtin& recita- 
tion of Gods Law, of farre greater benefit then 
is by che common vnder-valuers and neglizent- 
| hearers of: it; reccived. And for the pudlike pray- 
ers of che Church: I cannot bur rake your ſeafo- 
:able comming together upon theſe dayes to joyn 
in. 
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in the reverent and ſolemne celebration of them, 
aſuſhcient manifeſtationof all your judgements, 
touching the lawfull, yea and neceſſary uſe of 
them. And me thinkes it ſhould be needleſle Ja- 
bourafter. ſo long, and generall a practiſe of this 
whole Churchot. Englaud , andall our congrega- 
rjons conſenting in the publike ieitourgy, to prove 
unto you that a ſet forme of praycr, cſpyccially 
in the congregation, is warrantable by the 
Word'of God, and neceſſary to hold and further 
the joynt devotions of the people. Betides that : 
doubting (upon ſomc occaſion not unknowne un- 
to you) 4thedanger of the ſpreading of Anabap- 


tiſme in this City, which now through Gods . 


mercy it 1s as free from as any place, and dehti- 
ring to direct and encourage the weake and un- 
experienced Chriſtian to. the profitable uſe of 
ſuch an helpefull ordinance as God hath vouchſa- 
fed tolend them: for a fartherance and ſupply 1 
the. dutie of prayer,. I largely in anotlic: 
Church handled the fame point, and clearing 
it, anſwered objections, which I found made 
againſt it., applying. it. for confuration , and 
gave ſome plaine and eafic familiar rules (as ] 
could rhinke upon them) . for the advantage and 
comfort of ſueh as need the uſe ofa ſet forme it: 
- private. And latelyperformed another diſcourſe ir 
this congregatton to like purpoſe, ana cnough,as ! 
conceive tothe meaneſt, upon the catechiſme in the 
end of it, More weſhal in the next commandemenit 
which we are now almoſt come unto; It would alſe 
require a iuſt exerciſe: & wecannot enter upon 1t 
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ly reſt 1 pray you ina right indgement, and 1n a 
dn and peaccadle practile of the duty, even as 
£017 Joe: and breede not a icalouiie of your ſligh- 
t1130t it to theoffenceof the Church, Nofflerit of- 
{end any (a ftranger to the uprightneſſe of our in- 
rentions herein) to heare your deſerved praiſe in 
chat you rememberus 1n theſe things, and keepe 
the ordinances, as they have beene delivered unto 
you according to the word of God. This is ſpoken 
>the publike, 

Now for the private I have allo better warrant 
roexhorr, then to reprove : becauſe I have acleartr 
I1zht toinforme what you ought to doe, then what 
vou neglect, I will inſtance 1n the principall, 

I. Prycr in every family, God forbid that ſhould 
be verified amongſtus inthis kinde, which David 
ſeakerh of rhe ſtate of all by nature, lying under 
wra h : That the Lord ſhould looke downe out of 
heaven intoour families and among our people any 
day toſee upon ſolemne inquiſttton, it they will 
ſeck'e after Ged, and finde that they cali not wpors 


the Lord but arc ſtrangers to this ordinance, which 


. 5 the mannerof Atheiſts: and lct it be,notof Chri- 
= {tian families, which ſhon{d be ſo many Churches, 


notm cerecivill ſocieties. If the Prophet Jeremics 
U1/int Fmprecation bethoughtupon, how dares a- 


ny put himſelfe and his family foorth into the ma- 
nfold werghric, and dangerous imployments of 
rhe day, before prayer have beene the key to open, 
warrant and legitimarethe way unto them? yea 
2 open heaven for the getting downe of a bleſing 
0991 them 2 Or wicthwhar faſcry commir we our 

| ſelves 
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ſerves tereſt, inthe midſt of all the dangers and 
terrors of any night, before prayer, have beene thc 
locke to ſhurus in (that we may be as Noa#, ithur 
in by God bimſelfe) with the more holy ſecurity i 
Ler Prager ſet the;guard of God, his holy Angells 
and providence about you and yours , and all that 
you haue, as the hedge or mote,or tence about 72b. lob x,1o. 
Letnot the neglect, and now, after warning , too 
wilfullnegle& of it lay you open ro evill , 2nd let 
in thc devill and Gods wrath upon you {lecping. 
Soit be not formall bur fervent, and out of conſct- 
enceto Gods ordinance and commandements; it 
necds not be tedious nor unſeaſonable. Prove 1t in 
earneſt, and thou wilt bee fo farre from finding a | 
burthen or pretudice ', as thou wiltbe fure to ac- 
; knowledge it unto thy houſe (with other religious 
excrctſcs) as the Arke was to O0bed-Edoms. Andit 4 
Davids noone-day may conveniently be added, it - | 
will bring inblefſings heape meaſure. Eſpecially 
remember .cvery day the cloſer, or ſome place e- 
quivalent, before thy father who ſeeth in fccrer. 
and will reward thee openly. And this is the 
Arlt, FL 
2. Meditaiionithath a double obict,the works 
of God and the word of God , both with perſona!! 
application, every one to his owne uſe. It is « 
moſt compleating exerciſe ſuckiiug out the {jirirs 
and quinte ſlenceof all thINgs . Mecttatio 11, LAATISF 
were wont tO a{cribe all unto it, as the digeſtion of all 
the ſoules {ood for rouriſhment, ftrength aud com- 
fort of the inner ma!), Other excrcifes of religion 
are as neceffary for the ſoule , as toode for the by 
ay : 
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dy. Bur where there is cager ravenous feeding and 
no digeſtion, expect a conſumption. Meditation 


theretore is ſpecially for the Sabbath, it muſt chal. 


lenge @ part as well as hearing aud prayer. It is no 
day out of ſeaſon, ifthe due ſeaſon be choſen and 
taken for retired foliloquies. Three neceſſary and 
fruitfull exerciſes, are maine ordinary miniſters of 
wholeſome ard ſubtanrciall noursſhment to main=- 
raine the life and ftrergth, and heate of meditrari- 
on, and they are , repetition, conference , rea- 
GO, | 

3. Repetition of what is publikely taught, eſpect- 


ally by your owne paſtors, the foode provided of _ 


God for you, You thinke ſome of us teach too 
much and too long, Ititbe ſo, iris an inconveni- 
2nce (nor to be approved , much lefſecontinued) 
23d yer an errour on the right hand occaſioned 
ſometimes by more love then findes acceptance, 
though it moſtly preſent it ſelfe in deſired habit 
trying our acceptance, by preſſing upon the curte- 
fic of out entertainiment but an ordiuary time. Yet 
Saint Paul ſeems &©O infinuate himſelfe into the 
affe tions of the people, by an argument taken 
from what is irkeſomeneſſe and wearineflc to the 
feih. You ſee howlarge a letter 1 have written to you 
with wine owne lard. Hewould have them (Ithink) 
conſider his great labour, And if any doe manifeſt 
the like, fuſtaining much coyle before in ſtudying, 
ach paines in delivering, and much weakenefle 


| pl Ct w 


aftcra ſermon, I know no way tocaſe him, and 
gratific your ſelves like this: carryingaway and 
calling rominde againe n private what 1s publike- 


—_— 
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ly taught. Lefſe then (I confefle) with a little Of 
your paines inrepetition, would make your dur- 
then lighter, and doe more good, Forgive us that 
| wrong, and doe your ſelves this right, and we ſhall 
be thorter,to encourage you to what yearc baund 
to doe, yea though any of us ſhould be ſo irreligi- 
ous to preach againſtit, Set your memories on 
worke, and letthem undergoe the beft raske that 
ever God made them for: and helpe your felves by 
your notes, at leaſt one ina family forthe benefit 
ofall the reſt. A tew ſhortnotes, to ſupply the de- 
feds of a ſhort, or flippery memory, yea here aid 
therea word would bring much to remembrance. 
Ve ſhould be glad either to inlarge or leflen our 4 
paincs to furtherur profit, which we are called tc TH 

ferve in Chriſt, whoentrc:i and inured his difct- 
ples to this exerciſe of repeat1.:7 apart. It is ſo ne- 
ceſiary that 1t is hard to reaj: 4..7 denefit often. 
times by the publike without 1t, >. ſecby rhe 
torgertfuireſſe of Chritts ow + vidcr ies, who | 
could not be gviky of the fauir of tie forgertful- 
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nes mnls teach:n2. | 
Doe as tte Bcerears Grid, examine your 
proctcs, compare the piaccs{as their laudanie and 
ſucceſſcfull practiſe was) bur preſſe them not oe- 
yond our Intentions : Miners may £xp2und then 
OWNE Meaning iN repetition, au dilate up2n tt, as 
Chriitdid tothe diſciples in his repetitions, For 
private Chriſtians to take fo rauch up2n ti2cm, xs to 
make new worke, not to repeatthe old, It1s toteach 
privately,and not to lcarnce of the publixe teacher, 
i - yo! 
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for private gifts there 15 another private Ordi- 
nance. i 
4. Conference. The two diſciples give a good ex- 
ample, Luk. 24. 14, 15, this drew Chriſt to joyne 
himſelfe unto them, and kept him in their compa- 
ny with a greatadvantage in knowledge, faith,com- 
tort,beyond their expecation,when they begun to 
conferre beeweene themſelves about Chriſts death 
and ſufferings. God doth uſc to bleſſe holy confe- 
Marif.20 ICNCein neceſtary, lawtull and orderly meetings: 
and Chriſt promiſeth to be at ſuch meetings. 
Communication tending tothe increaſe of wiſe- 
dome, ſoundnes of judgement, faith, repentance, . 
mortification, reformation of life, obedience ro 
oarcnts, maſters,magiſtrates , miniſters docrine, 
touching love, peace,fobriety,cquity, mercy, hu- 
miliry,meekneſſe,&c.1s too little, too feldome on 
2a! 315. foote, Doe not thinke Authority (by, forbidding 
____ convenrticles, wherein men plot ſchiſme and factr- 
---1©24927 ON, and oppolition to regularity, truth, lawfull go- 
verament,doctrine ofthe Church,authoriry,peace, 
&c.) ever once meant to countermand the charge 
>. ofthe Almighty to talke of his law,in the houſe or 
— mrthefield, andnoleſle in rhe houſe ther) upon the | 
way. Theretoredlet nor ſiniſter apprehenſions on 
your parts, blind you ſo much as topretudice Au = | 
thority. your ſelves, orus in this particular, Know 
you are neither debarred nor f.» much as in the leaſt - 
ntention diſcouraged from theſe good duties, and 
——_____ doingthemwell, burexhorted and urged thereun= 
5 poem to, Who canchooſe but abltorce rhat too vulgay 
©, prophanenes of mens wits and tongues, and w:les 
Heprals b not 
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not ſo much bent to ſhur qur all holy conference 
and ſpirituall diſcourſe like herefic, as ours ſhould 
be to ſhut theſe perſons out of our moſt intimare fa- 
miliarity. This isall I intended tofpeake here of 
meditation. Now this and the former du ty of pray- 
er are aſſiſted and furthered by two other. 
5. Reading of the Scriptures, and finging of aa;2. 
Pſalms. By the one the Eunuch did moſt ſuccesful. 
ly ſpend his time and exerciſe his heart. He got an 
extraordinary bleſſing bya reverent reading of the 
Text, and referring the expoſition thereof (as is 
acct) unto a guide, Private perſons may nor 
preſume on the ſpirit of interpretation as it came 
not from private motion at firſt, From the overda- , pe... 1c.+; 
ring boldnes, and ſpiritof pride inſuch rackers of 
Scriptures given by inſpiration of God, haih their 
private interpretation and ſtrange conceited expg- 
{ition ſprung, no lefle then fanaricall and heretical, 
that could at laft be defended with no pretence 
but the motion of the holy Ghoſt, Heiice {pirits of 
error hauc not a litle troubled the Church, & words 
and tearms unknown to the Church, have(througl; 
the love of their novelty) ſpread and fretted til emi. 
nent members of the Church have beenscangren'd 
and the faith of many been deftroyed. Yer private 
perſons may take occaſion by the reading of the 
—__  Seriptures profitably roadmoniſh one another,and 
remembring raay repeate how they have heard thc 
ſame expounded by the publike miniſter, VWith 
the other of theſe two dutics our Saviour folaced 
his diſciples hearts, and cheared their ſp:rirs, and 
Faul and Sas their owne, andthe Apoſilc S. James (;.Þþ © 
E 2 dire = "38 
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E>h.4.18,19. direteth us to like aſc of it, and Paul would have it 

2523-15 performed in the fulnes of the ſpirit, unto edifica- 

tron, &c. And the Propher ſtirred up the ſpirit of 

propheſie in himſelfe by a ſpirituall ſong with mu- 

ficke as ſome underſtand. I havethus, my good 

brethren, exhorted you to the performance of all 

cheſe holy duries in private , for weighry cauſe; I 

know what need I have ſo todoe: and know you, 

thar your forgetting and {lighting this charge, will | 

_ $0tberhe leaſt of your ſinnes, if your finne, ſeeing > | 
_ yeknoww theſe duties, and the bloud of contemaers 

will be 5pon their owne heads, when we ſhall be a- 

ble wirh comfort to ſhake our garments from the | 

_ 2uilt of it : eſpecially of ſuch as will plead exemp= 

tion (in male-conterited paſhon)upon wilfall mie 

interpretation of fincereſt intentions , irour next 

© yponihe E- exhortation tothe due and inofftenſive manner - of 

P = © 3 performance, which I have given ſome taſtand in- 

— 0 timartions of hercrofore,co the diſtaſt,andnot with- 

39%, outrhe jcalouſies and cenſures of fomme,thar ſhould 

- not now have needed a whole (and I muſt confeſſe 

tedious) ſermon, to balaſt them upright if they 

would have ſtcered by the compaſle of the word, or 

carrved lefle ſayle, ornot have coaſtzd ſoneare up- | 

on the commanding ride of authority, beſide their | 

__ counrſeand without neceſſity. 

ES 275.20 T cannor ſay with Pau! , ye might have hearke - | 

—— _ reduntoine, and not have pur forth and gained 

this harne and Joſie; becauſe authority 15 p3opitt- 

ous; ard there 15 nonecefhity of receiving any, by 

721 [anding upon an liitimus or any narrow point, or 

frejohtberweenethe doudle daſhing waves of ſe- 

| verity 
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verity and ow , nor yet of caſting out our neceſ- 
ſary commodities tending to fpirituall ſuſtenance 
and ſtrength, as the ordinances before mentioned. 
No Danie/is forbidden to pray unto his God :nor is 
any caſt out for orderly profeſſing and ſeeking the 
knowledge of God, but weare taught, and pioufly 
ſtirred up and called tothem both. 

Now then to come from the duties themſelves Rules 
to the manner : and leaving ſo much as concerneth 
the decency and order of the publike duties 1n the 
congregation,tomy forementioned infuing oppor- 
tunity; I proceede with the private whichits now 
ſpecially occaſioned and intended, There are ſome 
rules ro be obſerved in the performance, that God 
de not diſhonoured, and his name taken in vaine, in 
ſtead of being worſhipped, Ir cannot be fnne of 
joweſtranke to turne his owne ordinances to his 
diſhonour : therefore take theſe few rule s, 1, That I 
holy duties in private be performed ſeaſonably. Pagans vrl& ©:1achs 
didevendeific time; andT here meanedy it, both '*'* ** _ 
a due time anda hit opportunity or occaſion, The 7,2, 
time muſt be fitand ſutable to the opportunitic . 2D & < 
theſe are duries of the day and of the light, as tac ——_— - 
perſons are, and profeſſe to be thar performe them. 4,53. 
Let children of darknes and of the night, affect the Rowrz013: 
night for their workes of darknes,when their at1- 
ons dare not ſee the light, as their diſpoſition hath 
of old been obſcrved : and the moſt ingenuous Pa- 
zans would ayoyd the occaſion of cenfures and im- 
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purations,that might attendnight imployments. agg; 7 arones: 

Blackeſt aſperſions have faine unon pureft 11: 
Nocency, from the mouthes of caildren of dark 
= 3 NCs. 
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2cs,w1th deepeſt ſtaine,though time hath broughc 
rhcir integrity to light againe, But this is a worke 


of Gods mercitull providence, which our improyi- 


dence and raſhnes 15 not excuſed by. It is true that 
when men of evill intentions, evill conſclences, 
have mcaſured the ſervants of God by themſelves, 
25 their manner 15 : or out ota helliſh policy like A- 
thaliah, cry treaſon, faction, wickednes, todivert 
rhe tavntof ir from themſelves, and faſten ir on 


them that are furtheſt from it, they will be found 


(if rhey could beday & night obſerved with Zyncens 
eyes) tobend rheir urmoſt endeavours , that they 
inay be in their aftetions and whole outward con- 
verſation (exrend:)founcorrupt and free from ſuch 


n11xtiore, ftaine and blemith of evill, as may not 


tand with their profeſſion of holines, thar they 
:-cd not be aſhamed or affraid to be brought to tr1- 


aliby the cleareſt ſun-ſhine light of truth, which 
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the Goſpel revealeth, according to which we 
2ught rojudge of mens eſtate and wayes. Therefore 
chey alfo detire to provide for things honeſt and 
ſeemly inthe fight of all men, though want of un- 
derſtanding, and of experience in ſome young and 
weake Chriſtians led more by affetions and exam- 
ple, then by ſoundnes of judgement (which it is 
impoſſible they ſhould in ſo thort time attaine un- 


toaſuihetency of, to guid them exactly 1n their 


>rofeion, eſpectally ſuch of themas are more 
Hffely opinionate, and conceited of their owne a- 
il;tics then they have cauſeto be,and moſt admire 


cho thalloweſt judgements, and weakeſt patternes 
bore theyfird earneſines of affection | 


}doe moſtly 
lnoke 


>. 
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looke forth-right upon a good ation, deſiring to 
have no better buckler given them to beatfback al] 
good counſell, admonition or direftion tor the 
manner, then this, that it is neceſſary,good,or law- 


full, and will hardly be perſwaded of any necefſity 


to take notice of any circumſtance, good or bad, on 
the right hand or on the lefr, whereby it comes to 
paſſe, that they ordinarily extoll none ſo much as 
thoſe that are moſt uncircumſpe&, and fayle dan- 
gcroully rogether in laying ſome ſeeming grounds 
of falſeſt aſperſ1ons: and this 1s 01: of the moſt uſu- 
alleſt faylings: About the time, It may be much to 
our purpoſe to con{ider that though, Chriſts going, 
up to Icruſalem was of great conſequence, The ob- 
ſervation of the feaſt of Tabernacles was comman- 
ded, the action good,the oportunity ofdoing great 
g00d by his dodtrine and miracles very pregnant x 
who ſo devoured with the zeale of his fathers houſe 
a- he ? his kinſmen importune, haſten him; he tel- 
leth them his houre was not yet come, though 
their's was, he muſt take his fit opportunity: therc 
was danger of the ſhew of oftentation on the one 
fide, of the malice of adverfaries on the other. He 
would goc up, and did : notatthe beginning , not 
upon araſh motion, not tothe preiudice of the Go- 
ſpel ; the buſines was commetidable, profitable tc 
the Church :now was the time, yet nor the fitteſt 
time, His going up and the honour of Gad, and be- 
nefit of his Church furthercd thereby, was of more 
wetzht then all the concourſe and performances 
veſides: yettofayall this,is to fay too little, if 
_ this one circumitance of 7; be yet againſt it. 
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3 he zcale of the Lord of hoſts is ſubjeed to mceet- 
nes of time, His love to his fathers glory,h 1s Chur. 
ches (aivation, gives wiſedome the prerogative of 
chooſing the oportunity, A wiſe mans heart diſcer- 
neth the time and judgement for every purpoſe : 
that ts, 1fthere be wiſedome inthe heart, 1t will 


guide him prudently to diſpoſe of his wayes, cipe- 


&. 


cially his moſt itnportunate actions, 1n theirtiune, 


Anac&ionas wellas a word loſeth it's good nes if it. 
>20UT of ſeaſon, our of it's due time, But you de- 


and(brethre)yhat is the due time of holy{daties - 


There 1s a general time, and there is a ſpecial timic: 
of thus, there 15 a common or uſuall time there is 


_ alfoa proper and peculiar time. There 1s a time for 


inc ferviceof God 1n generall,both 1n our callings, 
and 1n holy duties : and there 1s a time of reſt and 
tepoſe and inrermiſhon, as the Pſalmiſt ſheweth - 
and the Lord mentioneth the time of holy aunes, 
with the time of riſing upand lying downe, when 
heinftanceth in that which he faith in another 
place ſhould be our meditation day and night. In- 


| deed the delire of our foule ſhould be towards the 


Lord, and toward the remembrance of his name, 
even mn the night our reynes ſhould chaſten us, in 
the night when we examine our hearts upon our 
beds: and we ſhould with David praiſe him at 
midnight ; 1f we awake, if ſlecpe depart from our 
eyes, and God by denying us naturall reſt, call ys 
w ſpirituall meditations : or by ſome extraordina- 


ry act of his providence, call us to fome extraorat- 


nary duties. Otherwiſe tor a family, or two or 
CIICE 1 11, Of ſundry perſons of ſevcrall familyes. 
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Relinious Performances? 3q' | 
co neglea the day, or for every pretenceof day-. 4 
lets, or want of opportunities , to put themſelves, | 


without neceſſity upon the fad and ſuſpeced night | 
for ſuch duties , how farreitis from decency and | | 


order, let the courſe of nature which God hath ſta- 
bliſhed, the inconveniences that follow it and may } 
follow , andthe judgement of all the godly wiſe, 
and that are not led by will and humour, aid the 
experience ofall that know what life and quicknes 
and cheerefulnes in holy duties, is :and whar is to 
be ſurprized with the contrary in the night, and 
how unprofitable ſuch drowſie dreaming perfor- 
mances are, yeeld us imparriall information. The 
imputations alſo that were layd upon primitive 
Chriſtians for their night meetings (not privace 
but for Church aſſemblies) ſuch as theycould,, _.. . 
have, being neceſſitated by moſt bloudy perſecu- Fee 
_ tions of Roman tyrants, ſhould make any Chriſti- Sods mercy 
ans thinke whar is like to be belched out againſt re- — 
 ligtonand profeſlers of it, for needles night watch- crime roche 
ings andnight walking to ſuch purpoſes in theſe —_— _— 
__ times, and for religions'ſake by ſuch as jntheſc good 


ate both it and them that moſt'zealouſly practiſe urics in this 
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it. What excuſe admits that {inne of putting into COL 


the blacke mouths of here tickes, Atheiſts, Papiſts, defiredthen 
bitter enemies ſo ſpecious a pretencetoblaſpheme ®ocrmere | 
the good way, the more to harden their owne to which end” 
I; hearts againſt it, when our principall care ſhould rbeſe rhings | 
be to ſtop their mouthes by following theſe things TEporens® | 
$ that are amiable and of good report to win them, onely. 
= 2. And formore ſpeciall opportunitic in the day, 
and ſeaſonablenes for ſuch things, wiſedome and 
T-- 1--— nl Expt» 
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| experience will leade men to it, Opportunity is, 
when it may be performed (if by one) moſt ſecret- 
iy, ilently, with beſt affections, molt ſafety, com- 
for, fruit, with leaſt hinderance to cur calling,&c, 
(if by more) byall that ſhould pertorme it toge- 
theror the moſt(whenall cannot joyne)without di- 
ſrurbance, diſtraction, annoyance, inconvenience, 
fleepines, hinderance of importnet affaires in 
_ ourcallings, prejudice to our felves, maſters, pa- 
rents, governours , who have time gtventhem of 
God to1imploy themſeives and thet:s in that which 
they have todoe abour the things of this life, for 
cheirand our maintenance and the publike good. 
In which time it 1s not lawtull for any to with- 
draw themſelves and their ſervice and attendance 
from them, without their leave, upon the fix dayes 
wherein they have the diſpenſation of time com. 
mitted unto them. They ought wiſely and' religi. 
ouſly to ſteward it for the mcet ſeaſons of ſerving 
God in the dayly duties of his priuare worſhip that 
all may be ſanRified unto them, as well as for their 
ſecular imployments, wherin the Lord is alfo ſer- 
ved for the common good, and their owne livcli- 
hood, in their places and ca'lings. If they allow | 
tot what they ought, icis their ſinne, infertours 
may not therefore ſet apart what time they liſt, ro 
their preindice, God wil nor regard ftollen ſervice, 
: no more then we {old ſtolien bread, and ſtollen 
qc waters. It is not ſo favoury tohim.as theſe too oft 
: tous: hewillneveraccepr that rime for his wor« 
ſhip wbich he Earl manifeſt]y given your parents 
and maſters, and they need, for cheir callings "un 
gue 
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Reliziows Performances? 35 
due occaſions, Though it be their {inne toneglet. 7 
holy duties in their owue families, none may cher- 1 

fore ſhake oft the youke,and inordinately fly abroad 
withcut neceſſity, and ſo make themielves guilty 
ofaſinneas great. It they rob God, thou mayit. 
not therefore rob them: and uſurpe liberty unlaws- ' 
fully againſt all good reaſon and their conſent. | he 
Lore hath no need of ſpoyles. Beware of 44ams 
rufull rricke of cating forbidden fruit : rake thar 
which is allowed , till thou be better advited. 

| Aﬀeconduuleis this, that (as the publike) ſo Rule 7: 
private holy duties be pertormed in meet places ; 
otherwiſe they may receive three blemiſhes. The -Y 
firſt, a ſhew of ſuperſtition, it any place be choſen 
for them, as more holy in it ſelfe then any other. 
:. Aſhewofoſtentation and vaine-glory, and ky- 
pocriſic,if ſuch places be aftetedas may make the 
excrciſes and performers, and partakers of the 
ſame more noted and obſerved, then another place 
which might as well be choſen :. as Phariſes in the Mar,&,y; _ :: 
Synagogues , ſtrect.corners, and markct-places, 
and thar ſtanding too, that they might be ſcene or 
heard the more. 3. A colour or apparance of con- 
i ſciouſnes of fome worke of darknes (though none 
beſomuchas thought on) ifina place too ſecret 
(when by more then one) as if they or their ations 
were ſubje&tro ſome juſt taxe of exorbitancic. To 
ſecure againft all theſe, I conceive that place moſt 
uſually taken up (unles 1t be for one alone, or more 
_ ofa ex inthe ſame family, opportunelyſequeſtring 
the 1{elves for private deyotion) for the morning 
and evening ſacrifice and family dutyes, is moſt . 
F 2 EXPC- 
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expedient , Eſpecially that houſe or roome that 
hath leaſt ſhew of projeed retyredres out of a juſt 
feare throagh conſciouſnes of evill. Leaft that be 
miſapplyed and uniuſtly chatged upon children of 
the light, which belorgeth rather rochildren of 
this world, whoare moſt apt to traduce and (lan- 
ner their molt holy and moſt harmeleſle intenti- 
ONS. 

3. That holy duties be performed in lawful mee. 
tings, by fit perſons ; and that both for number and 
quality. 1. For number, we muſt not take theſe 
for private exerciſes, performed by ſo many toge- 
ther. AZ. 1.15.and cap.20.7,&c, They were the 
Church aſſemblies inrtime of cruell perſecutions : 


and therefore the time and place were alſo extraor- 


dinary, for it is not meet that Chriſtians ſhould 
now troope together for midnight duties, orin fo 
orcat aſſemblies by day in a privare place, for that 
makes it exceede the bounds , and loofeth the na- 
ture of a private mecting , intrenching upon the 
borders of a publike!congregation, and the duties 


| become \ pomp though not of a whole COngrega- 


tion ; and ſuch a meeting, forſuch performances 
would carry the face of a ſeparation.and ofanother 
Church, tothe dangerous pretudice and conceived 
cenſure of that, out of which it iſſues. 

2. Forquality in ſundry reſpetts , eſpecially of 
gifts, age, place, and calling, and ſuch like relati- 
ons. The agents muſt be fit for ſuch worthy per- 
formances in ſuch preſence: and their gifts muſt 
de anſwerable to theſe high undertakings before = 
God, his Sonne, Jus Angels, his Saints ; = in 
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Religions Perfor muntere 37 
theſe gifts, fufficiency, gravity, fobriety, reve- 
rence,&c.mult be reſpected. Every babe is not fit | 
tobe the mouth of fo many other, They muſt nat ; 
intrude themſelves, nor be fet up (much lefle ur- 
ged)to perform holy duties inthe fightof the Lord | 

| &before his people that want competent abilities; | 
To take Gods name 1nvaine, and make dreadfull 
ordinances ridiculous and contemptible; Nor is it 
enough to ſay, come abroad and performe; increaſe 
| your gifts; as in an EXERCISE; where you 


may be tryed, cenſured : becauſe prayer, thanksgi- 
ving, confeſſion, duties of humiliation are ordinan- 
ces of God for devotion,not exerciſe, as ina Schole 
or Vaiverſitie, this muſt be done firſt in ſecret; and 
then muſt follow hearing and joyning with others, 
In ſilence. Beſides, what great benefit of their mu- 
tuall cenſure where the higheſt priviledge ts to be 
judged by their Peeres, and there is not any that 
ought to take upon him tobe a judge of what is 
ſolid , orthodoxe, and according to the Word of 
God ; buta!lmay and doecrre together, often,and 
eaſily in ſuch caſes;and perhaps diſlike that which 
1s moſt ſound and conſonant to divine truth; and 
hence may and ſomcrtimes haye heterodoxe, cxoti- 
call ad ſtrafgge uncouth opintons, abſurdities, 
practiſes, ſprung up : yea rootes of bitternes inthe 
Churches, long before publike notice, and grown 
paſt all capability of control], laughing our pul- | 
pit doQtrine to ſcorne before out faces, Neither 
doth this remedy and juſtifie all, that ſome ſuch 79- "18 
#athan or wandring Levite as hath crotchers and te- 
nents tending to novelty,may be gotte in by ſtealth 
| Res --——m— Wl Jo 
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33 SaintPAVLS rule for 
and made maſter of the aſſembly , but much the 
worſe and leaaing to further refractarines, and cor- 
ruption: fo farre is it from being a ſuperſedeas a- 
g4inſt innovation and corruption , and lawtull ex. 


ception againſt the inconveniences ofiucha courſe, 


Schiſme and fa&tion hath moſt often been warmed 
inand ſprung out of the charitable ſimplicity of 
their good and well intended devotions, that have 
not beene aware, norwellableto judge an others 
(and ſometimes a conceired miniſters) pride, ſin« 
gularity, ignorance, As for their place and callings, 
and relations to ſuperiors, I ſhall not need to ſpeak 
much,it that be well conſidered , which is ſpoken 


of the husbands diſanulling the wifes vowe and 


promiſe to God for ſpending rime in faiting and 
humiliation, one of the weightiett, and ſometimes 
moſt neceſſary and profitable amongſt private du- 
tics. A worke of the beſt is pertormeable by ſuch 
as have power , and under the power of ſuchas 
bave immediate lawfull authority, with generall 
or particular, implied or exprefſed conſent, and 
none otherwiſe, (I ſpeake of private duties where- 
inſ>much time is ſpent from their callings upon 
the weeke daycs, as upon the Saboth from the fa- 
mily, as requireth their diſpenſation by vertue of 
their place and calling.). Children and ſervants, 
may not fo farre reſemble children of Betial, (thar 
wiltrejet every yokeat pleaſure) as to deale ſo un. 


juſtly and diſhonorab!y with thoſe whoſe they are, 
and who have inrercit in them... to rent themſelves 


from the head and body domeſticall, whereof they 


are aembers, no not by a ſecret and inſenſible vio- 
| ” :- ence 
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Rehicions Performances. 39 
Jence to caſt off duty and ſervice at their own will, | 
as if it were enough tofſay CORB AN, 'tis gluen 
ro God,'tis time beſtowed, ſervice performed , a 
more religious way. I know (that which is to be 
bewayled) ſome maſters and parcntt are not ſo well 
$killed, as todirect thoſethat are underthem in a 
religious cauſe. And ſurely ove maine cauſe of | 
the unmeetand forbidden mcetings of good and 
well affected foules, which Iam ſurc need theſe 
our directions, 1s this, they doe not delight in ſuch 
| _ duties intheir families themſelves, nor appoint, 
command.,& allow them in their houſes ſo often & 
ſomuch as they ſhould.For there they have power, 
may be bold, yea are bound to doit in what mea- | 
ſure they are able, with cheerefulnes reverence,and 
l - authority. The word, the Church of God , and all 
| authority in it, incourageth thereunto : and the 
negled 1sa very great fault, and one maine reaſon, 
why religion and the knowJedgeof it, is ſo hardly | 
wrought in thoſe of ſuch private families by the ; 
ublike miniſtery. Yet, I ſay, wemuſt not therfore 
= every one a maſter, a commander, and order di- 
re and mcet at pleaſure. Too many uſurping the 
commanders liberty, loſt Halicarnaſſss, the chicke 
City of Caria, and the whole country with it, fo 
that it grew into a proverb,appliable in ſuch caſes. 
And indeed where every one 15 a captaine, a ma 
ſter, aruler, there 1s noorder: all falls into a confu-« 
fion,and Anabaptiſticallanarchy, | 
The fourth rule for private duryes is: That the 
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de performed as may beft fand with charity > at:d 
the more common good, peace, and ſafety of the 
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40 SaintP AVLs rule for 
Church welive in. And herea double charity is 

to bereſpeed, x. Our owne, towards others yoyd 
of envy, emulation, pride , iwelling, contempt, 
diſgrace ; what proceedes not from charity , ista_ 


our ſelves unprofitable (that I fay not unchriſtian)} 


how like ſoever Chriſtian duties, Ir is almoſt in- 
credible, what uncharitablenes may be bewrayed 
in ſclfe-conceited raſhnes of novices, yong plants, 
as ſuddenly ſprung upas muſhroms , yet in ſuch 
meetings as boldas doctors of the chayre, ſtating 
the doctrines of publike miniſters, cenſuring their 


gifts, at feaſt by comparifon(as ifthey could judge 


and determine ſuch things with caſe) and accor- 


1 Cor.16,14. 


ding tothe verdict (affeCtion it 15) of (theſe low. 
forme Critickes muſt runne the generall cenſures 
of miniſters, profeſſions, families , extolled by all 
ſuyperlatives utterable,or decyed below all charita- 
ble hopes of them for preſent ; almoſt adored , or 
almoſt tobe abhorred : very holy, or very graceles 
ts the doome: and who knowes how neare home the 
worſt part of it may ſometimes fall (I hope farre 
better things of you )my deare brethren, and de- 
voutlyaffeted Chriſtians (ſtrange uncharitablenes 
(1 fay) may breake out in ſuch arrogant cenſures, 
1fall things be nor done in love. 2. The charity of 
ethers alſomuſt be reſpected, that it be not woun- 
dedand provoked againſt our ſelves, by our indif= 
ercete menaging of religious duties with ſome ap- 
yarance of evil, mingling that which is unlawfull, 
with thatwhich 1s lawfull , and how (may fome 
ſay) how canthis ſtand together with f{tnceritie 3 
evill afteRion, evill meanes, eyill aymes, evill ef- 
_ on LILLE --: 
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"Religions Performances. 41 | 
feds, eventsat leaſt, though by accident occaſ10- 
ned by our faylings in the manner of doing what 1s 
in it ſelfe good. : Let us remember the Apoſtles 
words in another caſe, rouching what was lawfull, 
but by accident offenſive, that is, which made 0- 
thers to offend and ftumble : Xow walkeſ/t rhow nat 
charitably. And furely ſuci as well confider the 
precious uſe of love and peace, andhow religion 
proſpereth by peaceand reſt, and the Church 1n- 
joying them increafeth by them, wUll never ſeeke 
it by their contraries, on the one {ide exaſperating 
authority ; onthe other {1de, ſetting the Egyptian 
dogs a barking wirhout any neceſhty ; But 12 it 
ſhall be objected; that Hererticks, Papiſts, Atheifs | 
and perſons of an implacable and curious pragma- 
ticall diſpoſition , malecontented headlong bay- = \ 
ards will be bawling againſt good performances, | 
without cauſe; I anſwer, They will, too faſt,out of 
their owne private enmity ; yea though they ſleep. 
they will manifeſt the habit by grumbling and 1m- 
perte& whappavg. It ts therefore the greater folly 
toawake and ſtirre them withour neceffity; and 
then complaine of our hurt, tothe trouble of our 4 
Goverbpurs, who will find iuſt cauſe to lay no ſmall 
biame uponour ſelves, Hearken my deare chil- 
dren, 1. It isnegneceſſary private duties ſhould bc 
performed with ſo much noyſe; There 1s a filenr ſe- 
crecy,which God will accept thy devortions in,ac- 
cording to thy meaſure, at home and apart , rather 
then buy them of thee with the lofle of any 
part of his owne glory, which clondy tamultaoul- 
ncs (rayſed through thy indifcretion ) may much - 
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eclipſe, deface, 2, Thou haſt liberty forthe pub- 
iize duties, and helpe too, even to admiration, if 
not farre beyond thy thankfulnes and contentation. 
2.None is debarred or inhibited the meete, profi- 
table, frequent uſe of the private, 4. I preſume to 
hold this (as yet) fora truth , anda godly rule be- 


yondexception, vnleſſe it be of a very ignorant. 
perton : That our perſonall comforts and advantazes 


ought (by therulepf chitity) evenin grace and ſpirituall 
things tn part , ani inſome deere tobeparted withall, in 
{ove te ot hers,and for the more publike good,er more gene« 
>.all freedome aud peace of the Church whereby the Church 
hathit's paſſaze for the edrfication and ſalvation of many. 
Elſe, where 1s thataffe&ion, that charitable ſpi= 
rit that breathed forth fo ſtrongly. towards the 
Church in Xoſesaud Paul, ſtriving after this affe- 


(&t10n, aad preferring ones priate Concernements, 


:ontentments, comforts before the publike good, 
canuot Rand together. 


5. Sotoperiorme religious duties as may ſtand 


with the faithfull and due diſcharge of the duties 
ofourcallings. All will grant (Ithinke) it mult be 
as Gods glory may be m>ſt advanced , and that is 
inthe motgenerall good. Hearkenthen, By holy 


ordinances um publike we get knowledge, faith, 


e, 


19pe, charity, ltumility,mercy,iuſtice,obedience: 


Dy privatc duties we further aad increaſe all theſe 


with m1ca dalightand preſent contort, But all . 


axratbeenjoyedin common inthe hive, We doe 
n0t gather all this haay for our ſelves alone to 
rutke tacloſure of it: but to manifeſt ani fer 


zl} on warke, for the alzrncomat of the 
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Religious Performances. "Pl 
| raigne good, who is therefore knowne to be ſo, be- 
| cauſe he diffuſeth and communicateth his good- 
= nes toall, Now we have none other orbe to moove 
— in, while we ſend forth this influence, but our par- 
We ticularplace,calling, imployment in Church and: 
Common-weale.T here's great ods betwcene pri- 
vate edificationand the publike good. This is our 
chieteſtaime, and the end of all our uſe of Gods 
| ordinances: and the other is ſubordinate to this 
and for this. That for which any thing is, mu nat 
be negle&edand {lighted for that which is tor it. 
And nothing 1s good and well,bur as it ſerveth,and 
is ſubordinate to that for which it is. This is true in 
all ordinances.,ations,arts, courſe of nature, ceco- 
nomy, policy. The ſpirituall hidden Manna of 
grace we gather by prayer,meditation, ſacraments, 
&c. is tobe untous as the food brought to E/724 by 
: the Angel, inthe ſtrength and comfort whereof 
we muſt painfully and faithfully travell in our cal. 
| lings with love and righteouſnes which muſt there- 
in eſpecially ſhew it ſelfe, Our calling is as it were - 
the center into which all the lines are equally di- 
rected from the circumference of all our deuotions : 
Inſtance in thts one particular of our preaching and 
your hearing, What is the end of all> that every 
one have his portion ſeaſonably, and learne to be 
good 1n his calling, by ſhewing the fruit of all 
therein, Magiſtrates, miniſters, husbands, wives, 
parents,children,maſters, ſervants, merchants, la- 
bourers,&c, And when our preaching comes home 
rothis cloſely, you willſay*tis beſt: and fo indeea 
is this dayes docrine, becauſe it bendeth fo rauch 
this way, And indeed S, Pan! inalmoſt all his epi- 
G2 [1+ 
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les (ar leaſt Rom. Gal.Eph.Col.Tim.Tit 8c.) ſhut- 
teth up all that he teacheth touching knowledge, 
faith, regeneration, and our generall vocation, and 
ends it in that wherein.men and women ſhould 
ſhew rhe power of all their particular callings, 
Takeaway the magiſtrate, miniſter, the husband, 
wifc.,children.ſervants, I meane their fairhfulneſſe 
in their callings,and you take away religion : be- 
cauſe withont theſe, houſe-keeping,tamily.trades, - 
Church, common wealth fall; and then where's re- 
ligion? Take away the maſters providere : the mt- 
Fretles ſubjedtion to her husband,and care for him, 
c:{dren,tervants,&c.that ſhe doe little or nothing 
>at religions duties, and leave the family at ran- 
Jome; by that example breeding children and fer- 
vants towalke inthe ſame. ſteps ,. not acquainted 
with labourand good houſe-witery. 

Give tervants whar liberty they will take orco+ 
zenant for, tobe at every ſermon, every repetition, 
every mecting,every conference they will ; and let 
thew be received from houſe to houſe, from ſervice 
20 ſervice, as often as they liſt change for ſuch like 
-nds, and for more liberty to rove and range : or be 
ſuffered tolive in a maſterles manner,as ſojourners. 
ander a prerence they worke for themſelves, and 
{obeing onely in their owne power,can give them, 
ſelves to prayer and confetenceand mcetings,]T ſay 
zrant this generally,and ſtop the fhip from theyoi= 
age, forbeare or forbid the market , call home the 
fator, draw home the ſtocke, thur up the ſhop- 
windowes, diflolve the family,and away, VWe may 
*efolve to give them a mceting in new. England. 

Ji | ' ſhortly, 


Relirious Performances. _—_— 
ſhortly, for the old cannot ſub{Gſt, cannot ſuRaine 
it ſelfe and us. I ſay,ſuppoſe this generail (for if it 
be neceſſary why ſhould notall do ſo) tradesand 
husbandry it ſelte, by which God ſaith the King is 
maintained, will fall and the kingdome after ir. It 
ss a'weake objetion, that cHrary had choſen the 
| go00d part, when it was ſo ſeldome (he could enjoy 
it as the ſtate of that Charch was ,and if there were 
l ary compariſon intended againſt Martha's imploy- 
\ ment, it was not tocondemne houſewitery,burt her 
L  negleaofarare opportunity, while ſhe did care 
and trouble her ſelfe too mach *abont this ſervice, 
| and that for ontward feaſting,which Chriſt expe- 
, Red not; and the Apoſtle tells us thar idlenefle is _ 
theft in the fruitand effects of it, and he that wor. ©?" 
, keth with h1s hands doth that which is good too; 
| and mach good comes of it, and theretore giveth fo 
often aud ſerious charge again. tinordinatenes and 
irregularity. It is lefie, againt what hath bin now 
faid, that wee muſt redceme time, ſecing the 
anſwer -is to be had from tlic very ſcope of 
that place, we toaciied but how, provided it be not 
w the overthrow of labour, ard ſo of the Church : _ | 
and in the ſame place, not as fy0jes but as wiſe : 1s #2519916 * 
there no redeeming of time, burby-anfaithfutnes 
inourcallings, this will be an eaſe redemprtior; 
fora little rime., but ar laF many muſt pay tor it. 
There 15 dangerous ſeparating of thatwhich God 
hath joyned. It will prove unwiſe, purchaſing 
« the one with the prejudice of the other, and to the 
offence of aliens, hindring them from comming to 
:  ©arReligion for 1dlenes fake. The ſum therforc is. 
| oo Let 
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